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FOR MINISTER BELL FROM AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ELTN: PFOR, PN, US 

SUBJECT: DARIEN GAP HIGHWAY INJUNCTION 

REF: PANAMA 6714 

FORTHER TO MY IMMEDIATELY PRECEEDING TELEGRAM AND IN CASE 
YOU ARE NOT ALREADY AWARE, THE FHWA ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
ASSESSMENT WHICH WAS A BASIS FOR OBTAINING THE INJUNCTION 
WAS CIRCULATED TO VARIOUS PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS 
AND PUBLIC AGENCIES, INCLUDING THE DEPARTMENT. OF 
PARTICULAR INTEREST IS AN UNDATED LETTER FROM 
THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE (APPENDIX H, PAGES 35 AND 36) SIGNED 
BY THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
AFFAIRS, WHICH STATES INTER ALIA "WE BELIEVE THAT THE PROPOSED 
DARIEN GAP HIGHWAY PROJECT ENTAILS SOME POSSIBILITY OF SIGNI 
FICANT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS WITHIN THE UNITED STATES” AND THAT 
AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMP ANT STATEMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (NEPA) WAS "APPROPRIATE 
AND DESIRABLE." 
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